[Dynamics of postnatal histogenesis of the thyroid in normal rats and after sympathectomy].
The changes of the thyroid gland and neurocytes of the cranial sympathetic ganglia were followed in rats of different ages after guanethidine injections with the use of radioimmunological assay, electron microscopy and morphometry. The injection of 15 mg of the drug per kg of body weight within the first two weeks after birth caused the death of over 80% of the cells in the sympathetic ganglion. In the sympathectomized 15-day- and 1-month-old rats the functional activity of the thyroid gland was markedly reduced. Later on, intrathyroid hormonogenesis somewhat increases due, apparently, to partial recovery of the organ adrenergic innervation and increase in the production of thyrotropic hypophysial hormone and calcitonin.